
 

Surgeon General’s 
Ensemble Concert  
& World Premiere of  
the PBS Documentary 
Invisible Corps: In Officio Salutis 

56th Annual Scientific and Training Symposium

TULSA, OKL AHOMA  |   MAY 9, 2023



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

5:15 p.m.	 Reception, Legacy Hall Atrium

6:30 p.m.	 Ensemble and Chorus performance: The Surgeon  
	 General’s Own

	 Special Guest Conductor: George King III, MUCS,  

	 USCG (Retired)

7:45 p.m.	 World Premiere: Invisible Corps, In Officio Salutis

schedule
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 USPHS Music Ensemble Co-Executive Directors  

•	 CAPT Elise Young, USPHS Commissioned Corps Music Ensemble
•	 CAPT Michael Ahmadi, USPHS Commissioned Corps Music Ensemble

The USPHS Commissioned Corps Music Ensemble is comprised of a 
Ceremonial Band and a Choral Group. The Music Ensemble, like the 
Honor Guard, is a valued ceremonial element of the USPHS. Known 
as the “Surgeon General’s Own,” it performs at about 30 events each 
year, including award ceremonies, promotions, retirements, and special 
events. Notably, the Ensemble has performed at every USPHS Scientific 
and Training Symposium since 2001. 

In 2011, the Choral Group and Ceremonial Band performed the first 
of several annual concerts at the National World War II Memorial on 
the National Mall in Washington, DC. In 2015, the Music Ensemble 
performed in the presence of Vice President Joseph R. Biden during 
the swearing-in of Vivek H. Murthy as U.S. Surgeon General. The Music 
Ensemble members are a dedicated group of USPHS officers who 
rehearse and perform on their own time, apart from their assigned duties.

 Ensemble History  

The idea of creating a USPHS Commissioned Corps musical group 
was proposed by Scientist officer CAPT (Ret.) John J. Bartko. CAPT 
Bartko and CAPT Derek E. Dunn, the Chief Scientist Officer at the 
time, recognized that unlike other uniformed services, the USPHS 
Commissioned Corps was without a musical component for ceremonial 
occasions.

CAPTs Bartko and Dunn undertook a survey of Scientist Category 
officers, which revealed that a number of officers were interested in 
joining a musical group. CAPT Dunn proposed to the Office of the 
Surgeon General (OSG) and to Chief Professional Officers (CPOs) that a 
USPHS musical group be established. The OSG and CPOs embraced the 
idea and authorized a survey of all active duty officers to determine the 
USPHS-wide level of interest. About 75 officers indicated their interest 
in forming a musical group. The respondents were invited to participate 
in a July 2000 meeting where Deputy Surgeon General, RADM Kenneth 
P. Moritsugu, welcomed the participants. Planning ensued to establish 
a choral group, a wind group, and a chamber group. The initiative was 
subsequently formalized within OSG.

THE SURGEON GENERAL’S OWN
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 PHS March and Fanfare  

The Public Health Service March was composed by George 
King III, Senior Chief Musician, USCG (Retired). In the 1970s, 
King was Conductor of the USCG Training Center Band in Cape 
May, New Jersey. He learned that the USPHS had no Service 
March when USPHS dignitaries were to visit the base. The other 
uniformed services have marches and official music, and King 
resolved to remedy the situation by composing the musical score 
and lyrics of the PHS March. 

In 1978, King conveyed the copyright of the PHS March to 
Surgeon General Julius B. Richmond. And on the occasion of 
the USPHS Commissioned Corps Centennial in 1989, King, upon 
request of the USPHS, also composed the Centennial Fanfare – 
Anchor and Caduceus. At the Washington gala celebrating the 
event in January, 1989, the Coast Guard Band played and King 
conducted for the premiere of the Fanfare. The lyrics of the PHS 
March appear below. In 2020, the lyrics were modified by adding 
“air” to the words.

 PHS March Lyrics  

The mission of our Service  

is known the world around, 

In research and in treatment  

no equal can be found.  

In the silent war against disease,  

no truce is ever seen, 

We serve on the land, air and 

sea for humanity,

The Public Health Service team! 

PHS March

THE SURGEON GENERAL’S OWN
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George King III, MUSC, USCG 
(Retired), composer of the 
PHS March



In 2022, the PHS Commissioned 
Officers Foundation for 
the Advancement of Public 
Health (COF) partnered with 
Christopher Productions, LLC 
to produce a documentary 
on the U.S. Public Health 
Service (USPHS) for the Public 
Broadcasting Service (PBS). 
Invisible Corps: In Officio Salutis 
was created to help Americans 
and our leaders understand 
how the USPHS Commissioned 
Corps is a key answer to our 
nation’s health and well-being. 
The film covers the history and 
role of the USPHS, highlighting 
aspects of the USPHS Commissioned Corps to help educate viewers 
about the role that the officers play in the future health of our nation, 
and the world. Narrated by Ali MacGraw, Invisible Corps: In Officio 
Salutis explains the history of the U.S. Public Health Service and the 
importance of public health. It explores how public health has become 
politicized and the potential for change that will affect the nation’s 
health for years.  

Christopher Productions (CP), LLC has created over 100 television 
programs in the past 25 years that have garnered 26 Emmy® Awards 
that have been broadcast throughout the country and around the world. 
Focusing on educational and social issues, CP has over two decades 
of experience in cultural and social documentaries all geared to create 
“Television to Touch the Heart.” CP documentaries have raised public 
awareness and impacted public policy nationally and internationally. 
Clients have included the United Nations, the National Institute 
of Mental Health, PBS, the CBS Foundation, as well as television 
networks and governments worldwide.

ABOUT THE FILM

documentary
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 ASSOCIATION DONORS  

•	 Atlanta Commissioned Officers Association

•	 Aurora Borealis Commissioned Officers Association

•	 Baltimore Commissioned Officers Association

•	 Blue Cross Blue Shield of New Mexico

•	 Great Plains Commissioned Officers Association

•	 Greater New York Commissioned Officers Association

•	 Greater Texas Commissioned Officers Association  

•	 Naval Enlisted Reserve Association

•	 New England Local Branch Commissioned Officers Association

•	 New Mexico Pediatric Society

•	 Osimi Foundation

•	 Pharmacists Public Health Initiatives of the ACA Foundation

•	 Rocky Mountain Commissioned Officers Association

•	 Southern California Local Branch Commissioned Officers Association

•	 South Texas Commissioned Officers Association

•	 Washington DC Commissioned Officers Association 

 DONORS $5,000 AND ABOVE  

•	 Boxwork Philanthropy Fund

•	 CAPT Nanette Pepper Callahan

•	 Global Public Health Consulting

•	 CAPT Patricia Mail

•	 STChealth LLC

 DONORS $1,000 - $4,999   

LT Mirabelle Adamu
CAPT Susan Alu
CAPT David Apgar
RADM William Bailey
CAPT Amy Barkin
CAPT John and Mary Bartko
CAPT Monique Brooks
RADM Suzanne Dahlman 
RDML Richard Davidson
CAPT Thomas DeCaro
CAPT Mark Delowery
John DiMaggio

CAPT Margaret Filios 
CDR Nicole Flowers
RADM Steven Galson
RDML Randall Gardner
Gene Gerber
CDR Michael Gifford
Giroir Family Charitable Fund
RADM Gary Hartz
LT Michael Hiles
RADM Van Hubbard
CAPT John Iskander
Ms Shannon James
Geralyn Johnson

CAPT Kent Johnson
RADM Douglas Kamerow
CAPT David Kerschner
CDR Vandna Kishore
LCDR Benjamin Le
LCDR Kinbo Lee
CDR Tamy Leung
LT Matthew Lindsley
CDR Patricia McAdoo
CDR Dyanne Medina-Jarrin
CAPT Margaret McDowell
RADM Thomas McGinnis
CAPT Eugene Migliaccio 

DONORS
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 5 



DONORS

DONORS $1,000 - $4,999

 CONTINUED 

CAPT James Minor 

CAPT Susan Muza
RADM Kerry Nesseler
Mr James Panagis
CAPT Rebecca Parks 
RDML Sandra Pattea 
CAPT Marilyn Pierce-Bulger 
RADM Sven Rodenbeck 
RDML Richard Rubendall 
CAPT David Shih
CAPT Jerome Short 

CAPT Nicole Smith
CAPT Mark Stafford 

CAPT Astrid Szeto
RADM Linda Tollefson 

CDR Kelly Valente
CAPT Lisa Wind
RDML Dawn Wyllie

 DONORS $250 - $999  

CAPT Kellie Clelland
CDR Helen Cox
CDR Amanda Crowder
CDR Al-Karim Dhanji
LCDR John Diehl
Ms. Marilyn Doherty
RADM Maura Dollymore
CAPT Nina Dozoretz
CAPT Glen Drew
CAPT Amy DuBois
LCDR Judith Eisenberg
LCDR Alyssa Fine
CAPT John Finley
CDR Samantha Fontenelle
CAPT Harry Freeman
CAPT Stephen Garza
Ms Syrena Gatewood
Mr. Barry Gloger
RADM James Graham
RDML Bryan Hardin
Mr. Sherman Harman
CAPT Gale Heavner
CAPT Charles Helmick
CAPT Robert Hill
RADM Deborah Hopson
Ms. Robin Ikeda
CAPT Mary Ingram
CAPT Ronald Jans
CAPT James Jones
Bernarda Karwowski
CAPT James Keene
CDR Brittany Keener
CAPT David Konigstein
JoAnne Lafley
Max Lager
CAPT Dale Lawrence
Dorothea Levenhagen

CAPT Carol Lewis
CAPT Laurencia Liebmann
LT Nora Lim
Dr. Sarah Lister
CAPT Dorothy Macfarlane
CAPT Joseph Magee
CAPT Mehran Massoudi
CAPT Marian Mehegan
Joseph Molinaro
CAPT Van Morfit
CAPT Steve Morin
Melanie Mullins
LCDR Pamela Ogonowski
CAPT Karen Parko
CAPT Skip Payne
RADM William Pearson
CAPT Laura Pincock
CAPT Murray Potter
CAPT Raleigh Putnam
CAPT Jose Rigau
CAPT Patrice Robins
RDML Carol Romano
CAPT Paul Sattler
LCDR Robert Schafermeyer
RDML Paul Seligman
CAPT Jill Shugart
RADM Dixie Snider
CAPT James Sorenson
Ms. Barbara Tausey
CAPT Alexander Teass
LCDR Mary Thoennes
CAPT Sally Thompson
RDML Michael Toedt
CAPT Holly Van Lew
CDR Alexander Varga
CAPT Gerald Vurek
RDML Richard Walling

CAPT Michael Ahmadi 

CAPT Thomas Alpert
LT Dennis Anderson-Villaluz 
LCDR William Baran 
CAPT Francis Behan 
RDML Richard Bertin 

CAPT Gary Blair
CAPT Jennifer Bornemann 
CAPT Samuel Bradshaw 
CAPT Robert Brewer 

CAPT Linda Brown
CAPT Mark Bryant
CAPT Carl Chancey
Mrs. Jouhra Chelikowsky 
CDR Jessica Chiaruttini 
CAPT Elizabeth Clark
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DONORS $250 - $999

 CONTINUED 

Karen Watkins
CAPT Joyce Watson
CAPT Barton Weick
CAPT Melissa Wentz Opsahl
CAPT Theodore Westley
RADM Robert Whitney
CAPT Diahann Williams
CAPT Holly Williams
CDR Mackenzie Wilson
CAPT Stella Wisner
CAPT Steven Wolf
CAPT Elise Young

 DONORS UP TO $249  

LTJG Brent Abel
CAPT Martin Abell
Mrs. Lynn Abrahamson
CAPT Eugenia Adams
CDR Barbara Alley
Gretchen Alston 
LCDR Omobogie Amadasu
CAPT Timothy Ames
CAPT Richard Anderson
LCDR Jerome Anderson
CAPT Mark Anderson
CAPT Mary Askew
CAPT Kathleen Atencio
Byron Bailey
CAPT Denis Baker
Jay Balzer
CDR Sapna Bamrah Morris
Ms. Susan Bates
LT Sharon Baymon-Allen
LT Timothy Beck
CDR Stan Bennett
CDR Dawn Benth

CAPT Gary Blache
CAPT Amy Bloom
Thomas Blumenberg
CAPT William Bolduc
CDR Rosemary Bolza
CAPT Mark Bonnell
LCDR Virginia Bowen
Charles Bradley
CAPT Tracy Branch
CAPT Kate Brett
CAPT David Brown
CAPT Bruce Burnett
CAPT Carroll Callahan
CAPT Claudette Campbell
CAPT Michael Candreva
CAPT Janice Carico
CAPT Gene Carnicom
Michael Carome
LT Charles Carr
Mr. Thomas Carrato
Ms. Laura Carver
LT Samora Casimir
CAPT Terry Cavanaugh
CAPT Donna Chandler
CAPT Robert Chelberg
CAPT Andrew Chen
CDR Amos Chen
CAPT Rita Chow
RADM Richard Church
Ms. Carol Clahane
CAPT Raymond Clark
CAPT Kristina Cohen
CAPT John Cohn
RADM Robert Collins
Dr. Dean Coppola
Stephen Corbin
LCDR Christine Corser
CAPT Gretchen Cowman

CAPT Patrick Crotty
CDR William Crump
Ms. Rega Crump
CAPT Miguel Cruz
CAPT Beverly Dandridge
CAPT Jon Daugherty
CAPT Marie DePerio
Annette Debisette
CAPT Alan Dellapenna
CDR Andrew Demma
CAPT Robert Dick
CDR Michelle Dittrich
CAPT Kenneth Dominguez
CAPT Rosemary Duffy
CDR Hillary Duvivier
CAPT Clare Dykewicz
CAPT Alan Echt
CAPT Nancy Egbert
CAPT Robert Epstein
CAPT Gary Erickson
CDR Cindy Eugene
Runway Fabrics
Ms. Mary Fairbanks
Ms. Andrea Feight
Vincent Fierro
Martha Fine
Brett Floyd
LCDR Marcus Foster
Mr. David Freeth
CAPT Neil Gardner
CDR Rebecca Geiger
Ms. Michele Gemelas
LT Kelly Genskow
CDR June Germain
CDR Johanna Gilstrap
CAPT Louis Glass
CAPT Thomas Glavin
CAPT Stefanie Glenn

DONORS
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CAPT Stephen Gonsalves
LCDR James Gooch
CAPT Carol Goodin
CAPT Charles Gorodetzky
LCDR Catherine Gould
CAPT Barbara Grajewski
CAPT Joel Greenspan
CAPT Robert Gunn
CDR Harlem Gunness
LCDR Courtney Gustin
RDML Kis Hale
CDR Margaret Hale
CAPT Christa Hale
CAPT Selden Hall
CAPT Michelle Hall
CDR Cara Halldin
RDML Christopher Halliday
LCDR Kellie Harden
LCDR Jennifer Lee Harlos
Gerald Harris
CAPT Elizabeth Hastings
Wendy Hewlett 
CAPT Donald Hill
LCDR April Hill
CDR Jamison Honeycutt
RDML Ward Hurlburt
CDR Joel Hustedt
CAPT Sonja Hutchins
LT Herbert Icasiano
CAPT James Imholte
LT Ebony Jackson Clark
CAPT Lawrence Jacoby
CDR Kathryn Jacques
Allan Jio
Ms. Carolyn Johnson
CAPT Paul Johnson

CDR Katie Johnson
CDR Julian Jolly
Mr. Robert Jones
CAPT Janet Jones
CAPT Renee Joskow
CDR Mateusz Karwowski
CAPT Arthur Kawatachi
LT Colleen Kim
LCDR Ronan King
CAPT Michael Kinzer
CDR Matthew Kirchoff
CDR Erich Kleinschmidt
CAPT Kristy Klinger
LCDR Alaine Knipes
CDR James Kohler
CDR Adam Kramer
CAPT Jeffrey Krouskop
CAPT Anthony Kuyper
CAPT Mary Lambert
LCDR Pascale Lecuire
LTJG James Lee
LCDR Naisha Lee
CAPT Joy Lee
RDML Richard Lemen
LCDR Tara Lemons
LCDR Michael Leo
CAPT Howard Lerner
CAPT Jing Li
CAPT Stephen Lieberman
CDR Jennifer Lind
CAPT Gary Lounsberry
Paul Love
CDR Gayle Lundberg
RADM Boris Lushniak
CAPT Jerry Lyle
RADM William Maas
CAPT Judith Maeda
CAPT Julie Magri

CAPT Dianna Mahoney
Sheila Mahoney
LCDR Julia Majkrzak
LCDR Bonita Malit
LCDR Madalene Mandap
LCDR Michael Mank
CAPT Charles Mann
LCDR Daniil Marchuk
CAPT Katherine Matrakas
LCDR Bryce May
LCDR Rachel McBride
CAPT Martin McCarthy
CAPT Janet McDonald
CAPT Daniel McElroy
Raven McGlotten
CDR Eva McLanahan
CAPT Elissa Meites
CDR Kristina Melia
CAPT Richard Melton
LT Kyle Menday
CAPT David Miller
CAPT Mary Miner
John Minna
Philip Minnick
CAPT Kristen Moe
LCDR Carin Molchan
CAPT Paul Moller
Mr. Kenneth Monahan
CAPT Jennifer Moon
CAPT Kathleen Morse
CAPT Clifford Moseley
CAPT John Motter
LCDR Sean Navin
CAPT James Neighbors
LCDR Miranda Nelson
CDR Erin Nichols
CAPT Julie Ann Niven
CAPT Gary Noonan

DONORS
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 DONORS UP TO $249 

 CONTINUED  

RADM Audrey Nora
Patrick O’Connor
LCDR Oyebola Oladeinde
CAPT John Orella
CDR Jessica Otto
CAPT Katherine Palatianos
CAPT Carmencita Palma
CAPT Adelisa Panlilio
John Parascandola
CDR Arlene Patuc
CAPT Harold Paulsen
CAPT Renee Pazdan
CAPT Michelle Pelkey
CAPT John Petricciani
CDR Wendy Pettit
CDR Chantal Phillips 
CAPT Joseph Piffat
LCDR Zachary Pool
CAPT Richard Potter
LCDR Chandra Preator
LCDR Ryan Presto
CDR Kristie Purdy
LT Jin Qin
Mr. David Racine
CAPT Gary Radtke
LCDR Diyo Rai
CAPT Kimberly Rains
CAPT John Redd
CAPT Laurence Reed
Ms. Brittany Reed
Mr. Daniel Reitz
CAPT Rebecca Reyes
CAPT Alice Ring
LT Brenda Riojas
LCDR Laurette Rivers
LT Jamla Rizek

CAPT John L. Robinson
CAPT Charles Rodes
CAPT Luis Rodriguez
CAPT Mark Rosenberg
CAPT Marvin Rosenstein
CDR Melanie Ross
CAPT Mary Rossi-Coajou
Ms. Diane Rowley
CAPT Fred Rueter
CAPT Betty Rufus
LCDR Stephanie Rutledge
CAPT Mona Saraiya
CDR Randy Saria
CAPT Walter Schaffer
CAPT Burton Scheib
CAPT Joshua Schier
CAPT Eleanor Schron
CAPT Justina 
Schwemberger
Ms. Debra Scott
CAPT Rita Shapiro
CAPT Andrea Sharma
Gary Shelton
CAPT John Short
CAPT J. Gary Sirmons
CAPT William Sisco
CAPT Brianna Skinner
CAPT Kathy Slawson
CAPT Michaele Smith
CAPT Richard Smith
LCDR Cindy Smith
CAPT Jeffrey Smith
LCDR Jennifer Smith
Ms. Mari Jo Solomon
LCDR Matthew Steele
CDR Randy Steers
CDR Clara Stevens
John Stewart
LCDR Myles Stone

CDR Anthony Stout
Sweet Paper Wishes
CAPT Laurence Sykes
Lauren Tancona
CAPT Thomas Tarpley
LT Jing Tassone
LT Leondria Taty
CAPT Janet Taylor
CAPT Bruce Tempest
LCDR Anderson Tesfazion
CAPT Paul Thomas
CAPT Kellie Thommes
CAPT James Thompson
LT Claire Tipton
LTJG Seneca Toms
CAPT Robert Tosatto
Traditional Arts Today
CAPT Jodi Tricinella
LT Tiffani Turinski
CDR Jennifer Turner
LTJG Somtochukwu Ume-Ugwa
LCDR Khanh Vu
CDR Geoffrey Wachs
CAPT James Waskiewicz
CDR Cole Weeks
CAPT Charles Westley
CDR Anne Whitis
CAPT Siu Wong
CAPT Kenneth Woodard
CAPT Wynona Woolf
LCDR Amanda Wurdeman
CDR Derrick Wyatt
CAPT John Yacher
Ray Yip
CDR Lois Young
LT Theresa Yu
CDR Jerry Zee
CAPT Kevin Zimmerman
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We thank our Platinum sponsor, 3M, for sponsoring this event 
tonight, the PBS World Premiere “The Invisible Corps.”  3M focuses 
on providing better care through patient-centered science. Helping 
transform outcomes by stewarding skin, reducing the risk of 
preventable complications and restoring lives. From wound and skin 
care to solutions for BSI and SSI risk reduction, our team is ready to 
partner with you to strive toward delivering the highest level of care 
for every patient, every time.

We also thank Silver Sponsors Beigene, LTS, and Teva for their 
support of the reception preceding this event.

  

Lastly, we are grateful for the support of Silver Sponsor AMI who 
provided financial support for the live streaming of the Ensemble 
performance to officers and families unable to attend. 
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TULSA, OKL AHOMA  |   MAY 9, 2023SPECIAL THANKS TO

•	 Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health (OASH)

•	 Office of the Surgeon General (OSG)

•	 Chris Schueler and Christopher Productions, LLC

•	 Leading Edge Conferences

•	 USPHS Music Ensemble

•	 Commissioned Officers Foundation Board of Trustees

•	 Commissioned Officers Association Board of Directors

•	 George King III, MUSC, USCG (Retired), Composer of the PHS March

•	 Steven Solomon, RDML, USPHS (Retired), Immediate Past President, 	
     PHS Commissioned Officers Foundation 

•	 Pamela Schweitzer, RDML, USPHS (Retired), Trustee, PHS		
	 Commissioned Officers Foundation

•	 Staff of the Commissioned Officers Association of the USPHS

•	 Sarah Gandy, Graphic Designer




