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PHS COMMISSIONED OFFICERS FOUNDATION AWARDS RADM MICHAEL FELLOWSHIPS  

 

The PHS Commissioned Officers Foundation for the Advancement of Public Health (COF) is excited to announce 

the recipients of this year’s RADM Jerrold M. Michael Fellowship. The Fellows include LT Ebony Jackson Clark, 

LCDR Jamillah Dionisia Bynum, and CDR Rachael Leigh Cook. All three fellows are members of the United States 

Public Health Service (USPHS) Commissioned Corps. They will be attending the University of Maryland (UMD) 

School of Public Health Certificate Program. The funding is valued at approximately $12,000 per student.  

 

The Foundation established the fellowship program in 2009 in partnership with the UMD School of Public Health 

to honor the late Rear Admiral Michael. He was an engineer with a lifelong passion for improved public health 

education. His devotion to both the Commissioned Corps and academia is legendary.  

 

After receiving notification of the fellowship, Lieutenant Ebony Jackson Clark, DPT, PT wrote that “Pursuing a 
global health certificate would enhance my understanding of global health engagement, allowing me to be a 
better asset to my agency and the USPHS and assisting me with reaching my goals of alleviating healthcare 
disparity and improving healthcare.” She currently works a physical therapist with the Chinle Comprehensive 
Health Care Facility with the Indian Health Service. In her application, LT Jackson Clark wrote that working on the 
Navajo reservation has increased her commitment to healthcare disparity and health education issues.  
 

Lieutenant Commander Jamillah Dionisia Bynum, MSW, LCSW, BCD stated that “I am aware that I will be 
serving at every level of ensuring our country is able to prepare, mitigate, respond, and recovery from disasters. 
Obtaining the global health certificate will provide me with a better understanding of global public health and 
evidence-based promotion strategies I can use to improve social, political, and environmental health 
inequities.”   A clinical social worker, LCDR Bynum is a member of the Public Health Emergency Response Strike 
Team (PHERST) with the Office of the Surgeon General Commissioned Corps Headquarters. PHERST responds to 
emergent regional, national, and global public health emergencies.  
 
In her fellowship application, Commander Rachael Leigh Cook, Pharm.D., MPH, CPH, NHDP-BC wrote that 
“Completing the Certificate in Global Health will increase my understanding of global health and improve my 
ability to apply my knowledge of global health to both CDC and USPHS international responses. I would feel 
more confident in my knowledge of global health and would be able to apply the tools I learn through the 
certificate program to solve real-world challenges that emerge both domestically and abroad.” CDR Cook 
currently serves as a Regulatory Affairs Officer with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Office of 
Infectious Disease.  

 
The Foundation congratulates all three officers for their interest in seeking continuing education to improve the 

health of the communities they serve.  It would also like to thank the donors who make this program possible 

and the volunteers who reviewed the fellowship applications. Read more about the RADM Michael Fellowship 

at: https://www.phscof.org/scholarships/radm-michael-fellowship/.  Information about the UMD School of 

Public Health certificate program can be found at: https://sph.umd.edu/academics/certificates.   
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