
USPHS 2018 Scientific and Training Symposium 

Monday, June 4 

Pre-Conference Leadership Workshop: Lead From Where You Are (7.5 hours) 

 

Tuesday, June 5 

10:00 am – 11:00 am  

Luther Terry Lecture (1 hour) 

The Upstream Doctors 

Rishi Manchanda, MD, MPH, Founder and President, HealthBegins 

Breakthrough solutions to reinvigorate primary care in the U.S. and protect the future of our health by 

addressing the social and environmental conditions at the source of illness. 

At the end of this session attendees will be able to: 

• Describe a holistic approach to diagnosis and treatment.  

• Identify the underlying issues that plague comprehensive patient health.  

• Explain options for addressing the social and environmental conditions at the source of illness. 

11:00 am -- 12:00 pm (1 hour) 

Track 1 Preparedness, Deployments, Response, and Recovery  

Track 2: Prescription for Wellness  

Track 3: Environment and Social Factors 

Track 4: Information Technology, Advances in Technology, Social Media 

Track 5: Evidence for Action in Health Service Delivery 

Track 6: Prevention, Health Promotion, and Personal Factors 

 

1:30 pm – 2:30 pm  

Opening Keynote (1 hour) 

ADM Brett Giroir, MD, USPHS, DHHS Assistant Secretary for Health; VADM Jerome Adams, MD, USPHS, 

20th U.S. Surgeon General 

2:30 pm -- 4:30 pm (2 hours) 

Track 1 Preparedness, Deployments, Response, and Recovery  

Track 2: Prescription for Wellness  

Track 3: Environment and Social Factors 

Track 4: Information Technology, Advances in Technology, Social Media 

Track 5: Evidence for Action in Health Service Delivery 

Track 6: Prevention, Health Promotion, and Personal Factors 

 

4:45 pm – 5:45 pm (1 hour) 

Updates from the Division of Commissioned Corps Personnel and Readiness (DCCPR), USPHS 

RADM Sylvia Trent-Adams, Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N., Deputy Surgeon General; RADM Joan Hunter, BSN, RN, 

MSW, Director, DCCPR 



Wednesday, June 6 (5 hours) 

Health Officer Track 

8:45 am – 9:15 am 

Overview 

 

9:15 am - 10:15 am  

HS PAC Analytics: Promotion Trends Update 

LCDR Joel Richardson, BS, MS, MBA, USPHS; LCDR Roberto Garza, BA/BS, MPA/MA, MPH, USPHS 

10:15 am - 11:15 am  

Introduction to Health Services Category Professional Core Competencies 

LCDR Joel Richardson, BS, MS, MBA, USPHS; LCDR Roberto Garza, BA/BS, MPA/MA, MPH, USPHS 

2:30 pm - 3:00 pm  

USPHS Deployment Process and HS PAC Advanced Readiness Update 

CDR Simleen Kaur, MS, USPHS; LCDR Alex Freiman, BA, MPH, USPHS 

3:00 pm- 5:00 pm   

Career Progression Case Studies 

LCDR Joel Richardson, BS, MS, MBA, USPHS; LCDR Roberto Garza, BA/BS, MPA/MA, MPH, USPHS:  LT 

Aaron Grober, BS, USPHS 

Scientist Track  

8:00 am - 9:00 am  

The Science of Health Preparedness and Response: A View from Texas  

Jeff Hoogheem, BS 

9:00 am -9:30 am  

Professional Networking  

LCDR Jorge Muniz-Ortiz, BS, PhD 

9:45 am – 10:45 am  

Hot Topics 

• Why are You in Uniform?  

CAPT Sara Newman, BA, MCP, DrPH, USPHS 

• Health Disparities Research Institute: Training the Next Generation of Health Disparities 

Researchers 

LCDR Xinzhi Zhang, PhD, MD, USPHS 

• Program Quality Operationalization in the President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief  

CDR Mathew Newland, PhD, MBA, USPHS 

• Serve Your Community and Gain Response Training through the Medical Reserve Corps  

LCDR Tyann Blessington, PhD, USPHS 

• TIPS: an Innovative System for Rapid and Flexible Vaccination Analyses  

CDR Loren Rodgers, PhD, USPHS 



• Just-In-Time Trainings through TRAIN  

LT Tanesha Tutt, DHEd, MS, CHES, USPHS 

• Improving Sexual Orientation and Gender Identity Measurement in Federal Surveys  

LCDR Eric Jamoom, PhD, MPH, MS, BS,  USPHS 

• Space-A Travel  

LCDR Oliver Ou, PhD, USPHS 

 

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm   

Mentoring for Growth and Professional Development: A Panel Discussion  

LCDR Tyann Blessington, PhD; USPHS; CDR Mathew Newland, PhD, MBA 

3:30 pm - 4:30 pm  

How to Define Success for a Future with Fewer Promotions?  

LCDR Eduardo O’Neil, PhD, MS, MPH, USPHS 

4:45 pm – 5:15 pm  

 

Hot Topics II 

• Scientist to Leader: The Transition  

CDR Tracy Powell, PhD, USPHS 

• How to Get Deployed as a Scientist Officer  

LCDR Nancy Tian, PhD, USPHS 

• RDF-1 BRAVO: A picture of service!  

CDR Mark Miller, PhD, USPHS 

• Everything You’ve Ever Wanted to Know about the Post-9/11 GI Bill, the Yellow Ribbon Program, 

and Transferring GI Bill Benefits to Your Dependents  

CDR Deborah Dee, PhD, MPH, USPHS 

 

Thursday, June 7 

10:00 am --11:00 am (1 hour) 

Track 1 Preparedness, Deployments, Response, and Recovery  

Track 2: Prescription for Wellness  

Track 3: Environment and Social Factors 

Track 4: Information Technology, Advances in Technology, Social Media 

Track 5: Evidence for Action in Health Service Delivery 

Track 6: Prevention, Health Promotion, and Personal Factors 

 

11:15 am – 12:15 pm (1 hour) 

Keynote: Lessons from a Grateful Patient 

Rolf Benirschke, Patient Advocate and Author 

1:45 pm -- 4:15 pm (2.5 hours) 



Track 1 Preparedness, Deployments, Response, and Recovery  

Track 2: Prescription for Wellness  

Track 3: Environment and Social Factors 

Track 4: Information Technology, Advances in Technology, Social Media 

Track 5: Evidence for Action in Health Service Delivery 

Track 6: Prevention, Health Promotion, and Personal Factors 

 


